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pressed limitation is that the grantees may not intrude into any regions fast discovered by the Portuguese or other friendly nations, and now in their possession. Then follow clauses similar in principle to those of 1501, but differing in detail The king's subjects may resort to the new lands as before, and the jurisdiction of the grantees shall be of the same nature, For the first forty years unprivileged people shall need the licence of the king and of the grantees, and even after forty years the licence shall be necessary for lands newly found by the grantees. The exemption from duties for the cargoes of one ship is to extend to five years. Mariners and masters receive similar exemptions on their small personal ladings. For forty years the grantees may levy one-twentieth on the goods imported by unprivileged merchants from the new lands. The provisions on expulsion of foreigners, tenure, and powers of Admiralty are as before. All the foregoing applies to lands discovered or recovered, and not necessarily hitherto unknown. But if the grantees shall discover any lands not heretofore discovered by the king's subjects by virtue of other letters patent under the Great Seal, then they may possess and administer them without impediment from any other subjects, none of whom shall dare to resort thither without licence. And although Richard Warde, John Thomas and Joao Fernandez and their heirs were privileged by the patent of 1501, nevertheless they are not now to resort to any lands " found, recovered or discovered anew'5 under the present patent, without licence from the present grantees.
Two more provisions were added, evidently after the main body of the document had been determined. Since Elyot, Asshehurst, Gonsalvez and Francisco Fernandez will incur heavy charges and great danger to their persons and goods, they may have exemption from duties for five years upon the ladings of a second vessel, not over 120 tons in burden; and Gonsalvez and Fernandez shall henceforward be fully naturalized and pay duties on the same scale as Englishmen.
The most interesting feature of this patent consists in an omission, the omission, that is, of the proviso that the lands to which the first part of it relates must be lands hitherto unknown to Christians. It was thus open to the grantees, besides discovering new lands of their own, to cc recover " and exploit lands found under the Cabot patent or under that of 1501. Moreover, although Warde, Thomas and Joao Fernandez of the 1501 association are expressly debarred from resorting without licence to lands exploited under the new grant, there is no word of prohibition to John Cabot, his sons, or their deputies. The meaning must be that the Cabot patent is still uncancelled and may be exploited by its owners, that the
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